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Testimonies Collections at Yad Vashem 

Total Collected 
by others 

Collected 
by YV 

Type 

31,600 12,000 19,600 Written 

11,900 4,200 7,700 Audio 

64,800 53,500 11,300 Video 

108,300 69,700 38,600 All 
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Topics 

 Evolving technology and archival tasks 

 The Impact of the technological change 

 New challenges for the archivist 

 Competing perspectives on the role of the archivist 

 Yad Vashem’s way forward 
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Evolving Technology and Archival Tasks 
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Pre-Computer Era 

Early Computer Era 

Progressive Computer 
Era 



Catalogue 

criteria's 

Interconnectivity: very limited  

Keywords on card index 

Availability: limited  

Actual presence in the archive is required 

Accessibility: limited  

Access to catalogue not to documentation  

Pre-Computer Era 

Catalogue 
 

Card index 

Documentation 
 

Physical Storage 
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Pre-Computer Era 

Early Computer Era 

Progressive Computer 
Era 



Catalogue 

criteria's 

Interconnectivity : medium 

Searchable keywords 

Accessibility: medium  

Better access to the catalogue 

Availability: limited  

Actual presence in the archive is required 

Early Computer Era 

Catalogue 
 

Computer 

Documentation 
 

Physical Storage 
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Pre-Computer Era 

Early Computer Era 

Progressive Computer 
Era 



Catalogue 

criteria's 

Interconnectivity : high 

Searchable catalogue and documentation 

Accessibility: high  

Access to catalogue & documentation 

Availability: high 

Access to archive through the internet 

Progressive Computer Era 

Catalogue 
 

Computer 

Documentation 
 

Digitization + Physical Storage 
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Pre-Computer Era 

Early Computer Era 

Progressive Computer 
Era 



The Impact of the Technological Change 

Along with new possibilities come some 
shortcomings: 

•Loss of context 

•Fragmentation 

•Superficiality 
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New Challenges for the Archivist 

 How do we stay relevant? 

 Who needs us? 

 Are we still the gate- 
keepers of information? 

 Do we still need to act 
as mediators or simply 
make the data searchable? 
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Two Competing Perspectives 

The 
Traditionalists 

The 
Technologists 

Our Solution: 

Seizing the 
Middle 
Ground 
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The New Role of the Archivist 

Technological aspects: 

 Providing accessibility to archival material 

 Enhancing availability 

 Enabling search on data 
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The New Role of the Archivist 

 YV Place 
Names 

Knowledge 
base 
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 YV Names 
Knowledge 

base 



The New Role of the Archivist 

Content aspects 

 Being minded to growing needs of different 

audiences 

 Bringing context back 

 Augmented interconnectivity 
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• New tools and methodology 

• Interorganizational cooperation 
The Way Forward 

• Rapidly evolving 
technology 

• Changing needs of 
diverse audiences 

• Self reflection 

• Adaptation 

In Conclusion 

The Environment The Challenge 
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• New tools and methodology 

• Interorganizational cooperation 

• Rapidly evolving 
technology 

• Changing needs of 
diverse audiences 

• Self reflection 

• Adaptation 

In Conclusion 

Relevant, Effective, interconnected 


